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meaning of the inspired word of God, on the very
same principles with those on which we would inter-
pret a covenant between ourselves, and a person who
had made it in full and unreserved reliance on our in-
tegrity, and on our high sense of equity, justice, and
honour. In the other case we must bring the self-
same principles and feelings to bear on our inquiry, as
we should apply in the interpretation of the last will
and testament of a kind father, who with implicit con-
fidence in our uprightness and straightforward dealing
and affectionate anxiety to fulfil his intentions to the
very utmost, had assigned to us the sacred duty of
executor or trustee.

Under the former supposition, our sincere solicitude
would be to ascertain the true intent and meaning of
the contracting parties, not to seek out plausible ex-
cuses for departing from it; not to cull out and exagge-
rate beyond their simple and natural bearing, such ex-
pressions in the deed of agreement, as might seem to
justify us in adopting the view of the contract most
agreeable to our present wishes and most favourable to
our own interests. Rather it would be our fixed and
hearty resolution, at whatever cost of time, or labour,
or pecuniary sacrifice, or personal discomfort, to apply
to the instrument our unbiassed powers of upright and
honest interpretation.

Or adopting the latter analogy;, we should sincerely
strive to ascertain the chief and leading objects of our
parent's will; what were his intentions generally; what
ruling principles seemed to pervade his views in framing
the testament; and in all cases of obscurity and doubt,
in every thing approaching an appearance of inconsis-
tency, we should refer to that paramount principle as
our test and guide. We should not for a moment